Reading meeting for
families.
October 2018 update

Reading – provision at Elston Hall
Individual reading
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Cross-curricular reading
Reading for pleasure
How to support at home

Recap on Reading
How to best prepare children to tackle the Reading SATS tests in Y2 and Y6.
(whatever we may think of tests in primary schools) – external test updates.
We all want our children to have the best chance to achieve the best that they
can in school and in the tests, so by working together, we can succeed in this.
Key areas: Wide variety of reading skills (not just reading accuracy)
School will still focus upon reading accuracy, but changes have been introduced to
meet the needs of the new aspects of the curriculum

So, why is reading so important?
• National curriculum statutory requirements
• End of Key Stage statutory assessments in Y1, Y2, Y6
• Emphasis on reading within any school inspection
• READING IS THE KEY TO ALL LEARNING AND AN IMPORTANT LIFE SKILL
• PLEASURE

So, what external assessments will children
face for reading?
• Y1 phonics check
• Y2 Reading SATS
• Y6 Reading SATS

And in-school assessments?
• Termly phonics assessments to group children to ensure teaching is at the level they need to
maximise progress and learning
• Practice Y1 phonics checks and Y2 and Y6 ‘mocks’
• Termly reading age and reading comprehension age checks to monitor progress and ensure
early intervention where needed
• Daily informal assessments in teacher records, marking in books and from home-school reading
diary

Year 1 phonic check:
Pupils read/sound out 40
words using their phonic
knowledge.
Notice some use of
nonsense (pseudo) words.

KS1 (Y2)reading test comprises:
Paper 1: the reading texts and answer booklet are integrated. 20 questions.
Paper 2: a reading booklet and a separate answer booklet. Higher demand. 15 questions.
Every child will attempt both papers, but teachers will stop the tests if inappropriate.
KS1 reading test 2017
• Fiction and nonfiction
• 5 pages of text to
read in paper 2.
• Expectation of
reading stamina
even at Y2.
Time limit – not
strictly timed –
estimated about 40
minutes
Texts will be between
400-700 words (Paper
1) 800-1100 words
(Paper 2)

KS1 2018:
Challenging, unfamiliar words:
precious, awkward, capture,
ancient, squawked
Subject specific words: reeds,
rustled, parcel, layer
Idiomatic phrases:
metaphor/personification:
Cobwebs hung in the cold air,
Everywhere. All around the
playground, They clothed the
trees, Dressed every bush In
veils of fine white lace.
Grumbling machines crawled
Reading stamina:
Texts will be between 400-700
words (Paper 1) 800-1100
words (Paper 2)

KS2 reading test 2018
• Fiction and non-fiction, including poetry
• 7 pages of text
• Texts will be between 1800-2300 words long
• 1 hour time limit
• Approx 40 questions
• Reading stamina

KS2 2018:
Challenging, unfamiliar words: maturity, territory, symbol,
diminishing, reduced, faint smell of lavender, lavishly, vividly,
frail, enfold, scold
Subject-specific, cross-curricular words: densely populated,
extinct, habitat, digest, hibernate, captivity
Reading stamina in a time limit.

All children will bring one of these
reading diaries home.
It is a record of all the books they
have read and of how regularly
they read.

Inside the children’s reading diary,
there are useful supporting
questions to demonstrate the types
of things you might talk about
when you read with your child at
home. This will complement
learning in school and lead to
improved progress.

What does ‘smartly’ mean?
Can ‘light’ have more than one meaning?
Which word told you that . . . ?
Describe the house they found.
What does the word ‘plush’ imply about the owner of
the house?
Why is the ladder important in the story?
What is the purpose of the pictures on page 6?
Why is this paragraph in bold print / italics?
How has the choice of words created a feeling of panic?
Why did the author choose the verbs “creeping” and
“tickling”?
Does the author like spiders? How do you know?

READING
REWARDS

start

Can you read this text in 60 seconds?
Which line number did you reach at the
end of the time limit?

RETRIEVAL

Now can you
answer these
4 questions in
60 seconds?
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PREDICTION

start

I did this activity alongside the class and would have lost out on
Question 1 as I only wrote ‘drive hover trains’. Used this as a
teaching point: ‘jobs’ suggests plural. And I only got to question 3!
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Use the
mark
scheme to
model
acceptable
answers
and how to
phrase
answers.

How to help at home

☺

• Read as often as you can – 5 minutes daily is best for EYFS/KS1 and write in
diary
• KS2 – encourage as much reading as possible – not just school books anything to get then reading – online too!
• Ask questions
• Discuss books
• Complete written comprehensions and journals (help prepare for writing
answers in the reading test)
• Try to develop and extend children’s vocabulary and make sure they
understand words around them.
• Join a library
• Re-read favourite books - pleasure

