
Year 1 Phonics 
Meeting



OUTLINE
• What is phonics?
• Digraphs, trigraphs and split digraphs
• Phonics screening check
• Results
• How can you help? 
• Any questions



WHAT IS PHONICS?
 Phonics is a method of learning to read words that are 

taught right from the start of the Reception.
 Children are taught to read letters or groups of letters by 

saying the sound(s)/phonemes that they represent.
 Children can then start to read words by blending the sounds 

together to make a word.

 We have phonics x4 a week for 25mins a day.
 There are 44 different sounds (phonemes) that children are 

taught. 



PHONEMES (SOUNDS)

This is a really useful
website to help parents

understand what phonics is.
www.oxfordowl.co.uk

https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/561/20097_content/index.html?id=ae
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/




PHONICS SCREENING
 Every Year 1 child in the country will be taking the 

phonics screening check in the same week in June.
 This year it is wb. 8th June.
 It is designed to give teachers and parents information 

on how your child is progressing in phonics and it will 
help to identify whether your child needs additional 
support. 

 There are 2 sections in this 40 word check and it 
assesses phonic skills and knowledge learned through 
Reception and Year 1. 



PHONICS SCREENING
 The check is very similar to tasks the children already 

complete during phonics lessons.
 Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend 

the sounds together e.g. d-o-g … dog.
 There are 40 words for the children to read.
 The focus of the check is to see which sounds the 

children know and therefore the children will be asked to 
read made up ‘nonsense’ words. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk


PHONICS SCREENING
 The children will complete the check one at a time in a 

quiet area of the school.
 The screening will only take between 5-10 minutes with 

each child however the children are under no obligation 
to complete the task in any set amount of time. 

 Once all children have completed the check, the data will 
be submitted.

 Pass rate in last year’s test was 33 out of 40 correct 
however this could rise to 34. 

 You will be notified whether your child has met the 
expected standard and if they don’t, the will have the 
opportunity to retake the test in Year 2. 



HOW CAN YOU HELP?
 Say each sound in the word from left to right.
 Blend the sounds by pointing to each letter i.e. /b/ in 

bat or letter group, i.e. /igh/ in light – as you say the 
sound, then run your finger under the whole word as 
you say it. 

 Talk about the meaning if your child does not 
understand the word they have read.

 Work at your child’s pace.
 Always be positive and give lots of praise and 

encouragement. 



EASTER HOMEWORK

Lots of 
real and 
nonsense 
words to 

read.



Questions?

Thank you for your time


