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All about dirt!

But… what is soil?

Talk to your adult now
about what you think it
might be!

Soil is made of lots of things!

About ¼ of
it is gases!
Half ( ½ ) of
it is broken
down rocks!
Another ¼ is
water!

… and it is much more complicated than it looks! There are
four main processes that take place in Soil.
Translocations is
when the soil is
moved. Like an animal
moving it around
when digging.

Sometimes things are
added in, like rainfall
adds in water!
This is called Additions

Sometimes things are
lost from the soil, like
soil particles washed
away in a big storm!
This is called Losses

More than just a pile of dirt right?

Transformations is
when things change
over time, like when
rocks erode when
they are bumped.

Watch this video to find out all about
the layers of soil.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqtdFaclWf0&t=4s

Were you surprised?
Is soil what you thought it was?

Quiz time!

1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the top layer of soil called?
What three things make up soil?
What is the process called when soil is moved around?
Name one more process that takes place in soil.

Answers on the next slide… don’t peek!

Quiz time! ANSWERS
1. What is the top layer of soil called?
Top soil
2. What three things make up soil?
½ Rocks, ¼ water, ¼ gases
3. What is the process called when soil is moved around?
Translocations
4. Name one more process that takes place in soil.
Either additions, losses or transformations.

Your job today…
Can you create your very own compost bin?

But what is compost?
Compost is organic matter that
has been decomposed (like leaves
and waste food) and is used to
help grow plants!
And what is the difference
between soil and compost?
Soil is the top layer of Earth,
contains many things and is quite
complicated (as we have just
learnt!)
Compost is just organic matter
and helps grow plants.

All you need is…
1. A Container (for the compost bin)
• You might want to decorate the bin with paints or pens!
2. Green waste - Some kitchen scraps of food like vegetables, fruit,
coffee grounds, tea leaves.
3. Brown waste – wood shavings, shredded paper, hay, straw and old
leaves.
4. A small shovel or fork

•
•

Green waste provides Nitrogen for the compost.
Brown waste provides Carbon for the compost.

Top tip! You should keep a ratio of 3 parts brown waste to 1 part
green waste (an adult can help you with this!)

How to create a compost bin
1. Place your bin (container) outside in an area that gets little
or no sunlight.
2. Add your green waste into the container first.
3. Next, add your brown waste into the container.
4. Finally mix up the green and brown waste in the container
using a shovel or a fork.
5. Continue doing this weekly for about 6 weeks until you have
lovely dark soil.

*Do not add fats, or any animal products like meat or
dairy, to compost.*

Well done Year 3 – brilliant learning today!
We are really proud of you and your hard work.

Remember to snap a picture of your compost bin and
share it to us on Twitter!
@ElstonHallsch
@palmerscrosssch
@edwardeldersch
We would love to see them!

