Wednesday 6th May – Y3 History/English

A bit different today and tomorrow.
It’s a big anniversary for our Country this
week, so we wanted to spend some time
helping you understand and celebrating it.
Today, we will use our History and English
skills. 
You will need to read at first, but then you
might find these things useful: pencil, lined or
plain paper, felts or colours. You could also
work on the computer.

We are really enjoying seeing the pictures and messages
sent in to our Twitter Page and School emails.

Please label these Y3 so we can make sure the Y3 staff
see them.
It is lovely to see so many of you learning at home, and
sharing this with us – we miss you all and can’t wait to get
back into school with you.
Best wishes
The Y3 team
@elstonhallsch
@palmerscrosssch
@edwardeldersch
@GoldthornPark

Write down some of the facts
you have learned today about
VE Day, as if you were writing
a page for a history book for
children.
You could add pictures, titles,
headings etc.
Make it really eye catching!

Using any of the things you
have read (evidence) and
anything else you can find
out online, in books or on
television, write a short
diary entry in the style of a
person on VE Day.

Wednesday 6th May – Y3 History/English

Let’s start with some facts to help us
understand the historical time we are talking
about…
75 years ago

May 1945

Today
6th May
2020

From 1939 – 1945 Britain was at war.
This war was against Nazi Germany.
The war is known as World War 2.
It’s often written as World War II
(The II is Roman Numerals for the number 2)

75 years ago

May 1945

Today
6th May
2020

In 1945, the Second World War had already gone on for 6 years
and life was very hard.
But things were beginning to change. Following the success of D-Day,
the allies in Western Europe of Britain, America, France and Canada
started to advance on Berlin from the West.
Meanwhile Soviet forces
attacked from the East, leaving
Nazi Germany surrounded.
So on 7th May 1945, Germany
surrendered.

75 years ago

May 1945

Today
6th May
2020

Word soon spread that they had
surrendered.
Special copies of newspapers were
printed to share the good news.

News spread very quickly. The
Prime Minister at that time,
announced the next day, the 8th
May, would be a public holiday.
But who was the Prime Minister?
Ask an adult if you’re not sure…

75 years ago

May 1945

Today
6th May
2020

The Prime Minister was
Winston Churchill. He
declared the 8th May to
be know as Victory in
Europe day, or VE Day.

This week it is the 75th anniversary of VE Day, and despite lockdown, the
nation will celebrate this important day in History.
Let’s see what people did on that day and hear from Alan.
Great video to watch:

(Click or copy and paste the link above. note: if the video doesn’t play, the important parts will
be shared in the text in this Powerpoint anyway)

75 years ago
May 1945

Today
6th May 2020

Winston Churchill appeared with the Royal Family on the
balcony of Buckingham Palace on 8th May, and thousands
of people gathered to celebrate.
Who is the lady on the left?
Who is the man waving his hand?

This is Princess
Elizabeth – she is
now our Queen,
Queen Elizabeth the
Second.

This is King George the
Sixth.

He was King of England at
that time.
He was the father of our
Queen, Queen Elizabeth.

Alan’s experience is
good to read because
its what we call a
first-hand
experience.
It means it’s
someone’s actual
experience of the
past.
This is called a
primary source of
History.
Let’s look through
his experience again.

Alan recalls seeing the celebrations in
London as he went on his paper round
the next day.
Alan: People had had sing songs,
bonfires, no bonfires allowed for six
years and here we are with all this
timber. People have carried a piano and
other musical instruments out into the
street and there had been a lot of
jollity.
But I went to bed reasonably early
because I've got to get up at six and get
this news out. And I went round my paper
round where everyone had had a fire, a
bonfire in the street. I kicked the
embers back in and got all the fires going
again and that was my contribution to VE
Day.
Everyone had one thing in common, they
had all survived and it was very very
happy.

Alan recalls seeing the celebrations in
London as he went on his paper round
the next day.
Alan: People had had sing songs,
bonfires, no bonfires allowed for six
years and here we are with all this
timber. People have carried a piano and
other musical instruments out into the
street and there had been a lot of
jollity.
1.Why do you think no bonfires
were allowed during the war?
2.Why did they carry
instruments into the street?
3. What do you think jollity
means?
4. What are embers and why did
he kick them back in?

But I went to bed reasonably early
because I've got to get up at six and get
this news out. And I went round my paper
round where everyone had had a fire, a
bonfire in the street. I kicked the
embers back in and got all the fires going
again and that was my contribution to VE
Day.
Everyone had one thing in common, they
had all survived and it was very very
happy.

1. Bonfires weren’t allowed
because they created light.
Bombing planes would see them
from above and know it was a
place to drop bombs. Blackouts
were created each night, so they
couldn’t spot cities, towns and
villages from the air.
2. To make music and celebrate.
You didn’t have stereos or
portable music players at that
time.
3. It means happiness, like the
word jolly.
4. Embers are small pieces of
glowing wood or coal left over
from a fire. They can restart
the fire…

Alan: People had had sing songs,
bonfires, no bonfires allowed for six
years and here we are with all this
timber. People have carried a piano and
other musical instruments out into the
street and there had been a lot of
jollity.
But I went to bed reasonably early
because I've got to get up at six and get
this news out. And I went round my paper
round where everyone had had a fire, a
bonfire in the street. I kicked the
embers back in and got all the fires going
again and that was my contribution to VE
Day.
Everyone had one thing in common, they
had all survived and it was very very
happy.

Bryan Elcock, I was 6 yrs, 7 months on VE Day
and living in Old Hill. (p1 of 2)
I remember that day all the people of our street were
shouting, singing and dancing, and waving flags. I
joined in with our parents and we were told we no
longer needed to sleep in our cellar and have no
lights on at night.

Here’s another first
hand account. This
one was written down
for me (Mrs BC), by
Bryan, one of my
older neighbours in
my village.

When Victory in Europe was announced, I was quite
young and did not understand but was told we would
no longer hear German Bombers at night who were
targeting a railways siding and munitions factory
close by.

He said I could share
it with all of you.
Here it is to read.

My most vivid memory was not having to hear them
dropping phosphorus bombs close by. We used to
collect (with the other kids) sulphur paper strips
which were dropped to distract the radar. My Father
was a A.R.W. and witnessed the bombings.

See if you can spot
at least 3 things he
remembers.

We very much experienced communities pulling
together and helping each other in our street. We had
parties and fireworks with banners across the houses.
The boss of the munitions factory supplied food and
drink and joined in with everyone, who were hugging
and kissing everybody.

Bryan Elcock, I was 6 yrs, 7 months on VE Day
and living in Old Hill. (p1 of 2)
I remember that day all the people of our street were
shouting, singing and dancing, and waving flags. I
joined in with our parents and we were told we no
longer needed to sleep in our cellar and have no
lights on at night.
When Victory in Europe was announced, I was quite
young and did not understand but was told we would
no longer hear German Bombers at night who were
targeting a railways siding and munitions factory
close by.
My most vivid memory was not having to hear them
dropping phosphorus bombs close by. We used to
collect (with the other kids) sulphur paper strips
which were dropped to distract the radar. My Father
was a A.R.W. and witnessed the bombings.
We very much experienced communities pulling
together and helping each other in our street. We had
parties and fireworks with banners across the houses.
The boss of the munitions factory supplied food and
drink and joined in with everyone, who were hugging
and kissing everybody.

Bryan remembers a
lot of different
things.
I can almost imagine
the picture in his
street, but lets look
at some images from
history to imagine
what it would be like.
Remember he was 6½
on VE Day.

Here are some more
memories, from
Margaret who also
lives near Mrs BC and
wrote them down to
share.
Who played the piano?
What is rationing?

What does vivid mean?

Vivid means clear –
easy to remember.
Mrs Vinnie Williams
played the piano.

Write down some of the facts
you have learned today about
VE Day, as if you were writing
a page for a history book for
children.
You could add pictures, titles,
headings etc.
Make it really eye catching!

Using any of the things you
have read (evidence) and
anything else you can find
out online, in books or on
television, write a short
diary entry in the style of a
person on VE Day.

Well done today!
A big well done to your
families too – we really
appreciate them helping and
hope they are enjoying it
too!
Tomorrow we will continue learning
about VE Day, but using more of our
Creative skills!

We miss you ! from:
Mrs BC, Miss Ringland, Miss Callaghan (Elston)
Mrs Dudley (Palmers), Mrs Turner (Edwards), Miss Sharma and Mr Holmes (Goldthorn)

We are really enjoying seeing the pictures and messages
sent in to our Twitter Page and School emails.

Please label these Y3 so we can make sure the Y3 staff
see them.
It is lovely to see so many of you learning at home, and
sharing this with us – we miss you all and can’t wait to get
back into school with you.
Best wishes
The Y3 team
@elstonhallsch
@palmerscrosssch
@edwardeldersch
@GoldthornPark

